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2 : - -ON CIA ACTIVITIES . oo 


-_ 


Witte pexica Cag teres 





3 fC ee 
4 178-10003-10272 ss Langley, Virginia 
5 |l- | ' Wednesday, April 23, 197 
6 . Deposition of Richard McGarrah Helms, called for 
mf examination by Counsel for the Commission ori CIA Activities, 
8 the witness having been previously duly sworn by the Presidem 
oO 
9 Commission on CIA in the offices of the Central Intelligences 
| Q 
| : O 
104, Agency, Langley, Virginia, at 9:37 a.m., on Wednesday, x 
, | es 
Li April 23, 1975, the proceedings being taken down in stenotype 
, = 
: 12 by S. Susan Hanback and transcribed under her Airection. = 
2 ; . . 
< 
{4s APPEARANCES : ts 
5 ; . S 
i 14 | On behalf of the Commission: 5 
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15 WILLIAM SCHWARZER, Esq. 2 
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: ° te 
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« A 
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wees 


a a, poe One was, Trujillo, and dO you remember what the third 








2 Was? : ea. beers - a nee: 
= | A piey. ae arn sue .¢ — 
a Q. (And I think you have sieseee testified about thyey 
-5 ncaa -~ -E just did, because President Johnson had raised the: 
a ins me_and H SHough iiige Since he had done it he might 
7 -have raised them with- President Nixon a early in his Admini- 
Ks) 
8 stration I wanted to get him straightened out on this, Q 
: ° 
9 lea -You know, to this.day I am not persuaded that President 8 
F wa 
10 | Nixon doesn't still believe ¢ that the Agency didn't have somethp 
O 
11 to do with the demise of President Diem of, Vietnam and there § 
12 1 Snesiueally no evidence of this in the Agency ‘records and the : 
13 whole thing has been, I mean, rather --~" what is. the ‘word I wake 
7 eetba by the fact that President 2shnson used to go ea 


2 


2) 
“45 |) Saying that the reason President Kennedy was assassinated was 


16, that he had assassinated Pres aes pies and this Was Just 


ts 

wH 

_ @ 
justice. He certainly used to say that in the early days of Pe 
< 





| Presidency and where he got this dea from I don’t know. I 
= know how many of you ha@ the privilege of trying to argue 


with Presidents about things like that but vou tend .to be a 


< . 
- —_—— DS oh aan care 
Ses 


J 


Let me just Aiveees on that one point for the\auent, 





Before we get back to Nr, eaSEros After the lection in Chize, 


23 | 
24 ie believe it was in 1979 where Allende derived a piuralzey. “7. 
| ; 
| . et as 
25 i? Nixon called you Or contacted you tO ascertain if 


Se i aes aa ana 
4 . : a wake oe : . 
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Reta oe inquiries -- complete ovenness necessarily with other 
; 













pe, . . oo 
: committees of the Congress. . : 
= MR. HELMS: No, because I may nave been mistaken 
4 about thas ut under Mr. Dulles and I believe under Mr .McTone, 
= ~ had always had the impression that the Congress had set 
: -up these oversight committees as to be the only committees 
7 vty ; ; . 
é ‘in which these secret covert actions and secret intelligence 
8 operations were to be unveiled and I was -- therefore, this © 
: 7 . _ B 
. SS a 
9. was my guideline. If I was going to talk to the Congress I 4 
—_ fo) 
: . _ . oe 
10 || talked to those Congressmen. When I testified before other 
tj 
. Es tH 5 
ii committees, I tried to avoid lying or being guilty.of any 4 
Pres y . - 3 
le illegality, but I also tried in some cases to duck these by 
. , . Gg) 
13 questions so that I woulén’t be in the position of having e 
s ' re < 
14 come forward in a different context with a different comnitt& 
¥ : mt * . : ; . iy 
15 ¢ on matters wnich I thought were the proper husiness of the Dy 
: O. 
P —_ - 0 
16 i} oversight committees. oa 
ie : Rena eee mc na SRE Ea EP EN ETE COE om 
: - be 
17 MR. BELIN: Well, now, the final area of my inter. 
18 gation relates to charges that the CIA was in some way | me 
19 conspizatorially inveived with the assassination of President 
20 Kennedy. During the time of the Warren Commission you were 
ra ia Deputy Director of Plans, is that correct? . . 
22 MR. HELMS: I believe so. e . - 
23 MR. BELIN: Is there any information involved with 
24 the assassination of President Kennedy which in any way. shot: 
: ’ . 
25 that Lee Harvey Oswaid was in some way a CIA agent or En acer 
yo a ( g Fe 


ed er ae eee es ¢ . ee 
. 
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